The Future:  Saving Species
1. Who finances most of the strategies currently being used to conserve species?
2. What are the scientists in the introduction to the film trying to convey to the viewer?
3. How many of the world’s frogs are facing extinction?

4. Why are frogs so vulnerable to environmental effects?

5. Which symbol of Monteverde has been lost forever?

6. What human activity can quickly decimate populations?
7. Name a species that has been dramatically affected by this activity.

8. Why has the walia ibex been pushed into such marginal habitat?

9. For what reason are polar bears now hunting walruses?

10. What two possibilities exist for polar bears?

11. What does E.O. Wilson say regarding extinction?
12. Why does E.O. Wilson argue that “we need every species”?

13. What is the problem with the way conservation efforts have been approached in the past 50 years?

14. Explain the brick wall analogy.

15. Why are “hotspots” often targeted for protection?

16. How is the Congo basin reserve being protected?  Who pays for this?

17. What is being done, under the “Species Survival Plan”, to help save the Amur Leopard?
18. What is in the “living library”?

19. What is one problem with keeping animals in zoos?

20. Why is the Giant Panda often used as a symbol for conservation?
21. What is the core problem surrounding conservation in many countries?

22.  How is wildlife a “menace” to some people?

23. How is the expense of conservation justified?

24. Did the Planet Earth series set out to feature critically endangered animals?  WHY did so many of these animals end up in the series?

25. Choose one of the quotes taken from the film and write a response in the space provided, relating what you saw in the film with your understanding of human impact on endangered species.
Saving Species Quotes: (indicate the quote you are responding to)

“What, if anything, does wilderness actually do for us?”

“Like it or not, you’re part of something immense and mysterious.”

“What we need is a sustainable retreat from the mess that we’re now in.”

“We will become the most vilified generation in human history.”

“We are systematically eradicating many of the habitats that make up the world’s ecosystems.”

“The underlying fabric of nature is tearing.”

“Amphibians are in collapse.”

“Poaching can wipe out a population.”

“Often you see chimpanzees walking around without hands.  And those are the lucky ones.”

“The term ‘sustainable development’ is a contradiction.”

“How do you conserve a creature that you’re lucky even to see?” (Amur Leopard)

“We thought these animals were almost immortal” (Amazon River Dolphins)

“Polar bears are in deep trouble.”

“What we’re not going to be able to deal with is the massive decline in populations.”

“Should we concentrate only on the most important species? If so, which ones are the most important?”

“How can you talk about saving the Tiger when we’ve got starving people here?”

“The organisms that matter—perhaps most of all—are the plants.”

“Biodiversity is very much a part of the global economy.”

“Maybe we can be clever enough to live in an impoverished world.”

“Some day down the road our future generations might find that they can survive because of that biodiversity.”

“Allow the people themselves to be the protectors and benefactors of wildlife.”

“We have to be very careful about producing a facsimile of a wild animal, from an animal that can actually live in the wild.”

“Someday we may have to populate another planet.”

“Of all the endangered species, why doe we concentrate on the big, beautiful, charismatic ones?”

“If you lose that bite-sized pig , a lot of things may suffer as well.” (Pygmy hogs)

“So maybe in the end conservation is a wealthy western idea; a luxury, a fantasy even.”

“We’re not talking huge amounts of money here.”
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