Daily Progress Checks - An Explanation

Purpose:  

The reason I began using daily progress checks was to address the need of students for immediate feedback without compromising student accountability for the assignment.  Using a daily progress check, both I and the student are able to accurately assess student understanding and the student can ask questions, correct the work, and then keep the work to study.  

The Way It Works:

· The day an assignment is due, I have the student take out the assignment and put it in his/her desk.  

· I give the student the ongoing Progress Check worksheet (which contains a section for six separate assignments each unit).  

· During the journal entry warm-up, I circulate and highlight the completion component (Complete, Partial, None or Make-Up) based on the completion of the work.  Typically, if the assignment is long or especially difficult, I allow 1-3 questions to be incomplete before counting the assignment as partial.  If there are only 1-2 questions answered or if the student does not have the paper, I count this as None.  Make-Up is reserved for students who were absent the previous day (when the assignment occurred) or the day of the check.

· After the journal warm-up, I display my pre-written questions for that assignment on the overhead screen.  The student uses his/her assignment to answer the questions.  This is how I grade accuracy and assess understanding.  Some of the questions are from the assignment and some are about the assignment.  I give the students just 4 minutes to complete the questions – and I watch carefully to deter cheating.

· After the students have answered the questions, they pass over the sheets, but keep the homework itself.  

· Once I have collected the Daily Progress Check, I ask the students if they have any questions and we discuss the assignment.
Absentees:

If a student is absent on the day of the assignment, he/she writes the title of the assignment in the correct section of the Daily Progress Check and I highlight Make-Up as I circulate.  I give the student the make-up work and he/she has 5 school days to complete the work and then turn it in to be stapled to the blue sheet.  For students who are absent on the day of the check (but should have completed the assignment), I write the title in on the day of the check and highlight Make-Up.  When the student returns, he/she immediately staples the work to the Notebook Progress Check.  In either case, once the work is stapled to the sheet, I then grade the work and award the student the correct number of points for that section.
